
No-Code Development: What Does It Mean? Pros and Cons

Description

Every business is racing to establish a corner on the internet and potential clients’ devices. You don’t
want to lag. But the race can be costly, time-consuming, and insecure. No-code development platforms
promise to eliminate such challenges. This technology enhances flexibility, efficiency, cost-friendliness,
productivity, and rapid software development.  But let’s face this: no-code development isn’t a silver
bullet. In fact, it comes with disadvantages that can set your entire business many steps behind. Some
of them include vendor lock-in, limited scalability, and insecurity. So it’s wise to think twice before
grabbing any no-code development platform. A no-code development approach might not be your best
option if you want to build a long-lasting business that scales seamlessly. Let’s dive deeper into its
meaning, pros, and cons to help you make a final decision.

What Is a No-Code Development?

A no-code development involves building applications from the ground without touching or writing any
code. You might be wondering, “How is this even possible?”

The approach doesn’t mean there’s no code involved. Actually, the builders of no-code development
platforms (NCDP) have already weaved the code and other elements (such as drag-and-drop features)
into their platform. 

So novice developers or non-programmers can use the platform to create full-fledged applications
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without seeing or working on any code. This capability brings several pros, such as saving costs. 

Sounds rosy, right? Unfortunately, no-code development has serious cons that might affect your online
brand reputation. 

Pros of No-Code Development

Here are some of the advantages to expect: 

1. Easy Deployment

Traditionally, the development process goes through multiple stages- such as discovery, design,
implementation, testing, and deployment. Following these procedures involves many back-and-forth
activities to ensure the product meets the ever-changing business requirements. 

A no-code approach accelerates things since reverting and changing your app’s version takes just one
click. This capability helps clear missteps and bugs quickly before they start haunting your project.
Furthermore, your development team can skip a few steps to handle the most crucial task. 

Make building and launching applications easier with a no-code platform.

2. Great Flexibility and Customization

No-code development allows you to customize your application without in-depth experience. You can
start small and scale it per your business’ new demands. That eliminates the need to build another app
with extra features to accommodate new users and needs. 
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3. High Development Speed and Efficiency 

Learning how to code takes time. And coding itself is another tedious homework, even for seasoned
developers. That’s where no-code comes to your rescue. 

The drag-and-drop interface makes the process a breeze. That means you can build a functional app
and release it in hours or days (not months). And the automation of testing is another advantage that
helps slash the product’s time-to-market. 

4. Reduces Development Costs 

No-code development can be a great cost-saver for most fledgling startups and established
businesses. In fact, it can be 80% cheaper than the traditional approach since you don’t need to hire a
highly skilled developer to craft a custom solution. The process also requires less time investment.

5. Empowers Non-Technical Users 

If you’re looking to begin a software development project, you can envision and complete it without
waiting for a team of experts to do so. You can assemble a group of “citizen users” who know a few
application development tricks and kick-start the project immediately. Thus, the approach empowers
non-programming stakeholders to be part of a big thing. 

With no-code development, you don’t have to get a team of experts to build and release an
app.

6. Improved Productivity
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Since you aren’t developing code from scratch, the process is quick. Plus, you won’t contend with
many back-and-forth requests on the journey toward a final product. That means business teams can
implement their custom practices quickly and focus on other equally crucial projects and tasks.

Any team without robust programming skills can weave a simple and fully-functional app. A well-
planned modular approach may not be necessary unless you’re dealing with complex software. This
gives you a headstart on the project, boosting your overall productivity and efficiency. 

7. Rapid Prototyping and Iteration

With no-code development, you can launch apps that satisfy customer needs faster. Adapting and
changing your existing products according to users’ feedback is also fast. 

The platforms bring a plethora of pre-built elements to the game, including user interface, templates,
styles, widgets, and layouts. All you need to do is to take the building blocks and fill the gaps. 

8. Simplified Maintenance and Updates Integration 

Are you looking to tweak your no-code app and roll out new features? You’re just a few clicks away
once you land on the NCDP visual interface. Founders and developers don’t have to comb through
forests of codes to roll out a necessary update. 

Cons of No-Code Development 

These drawbacks might haunt your no-code app: 

1. Heightened Security Loopholes

While NCDPs claim they’ve weaved security measures in their system, they aren’t as robust as
standalone custom solutions. This is so because you don’t have any say or control over your product’s
underlying code. 

That means you cannot audit the code to prevent future data security issues. And in the event of a
data breach, the provider may fail to act swiftly, exposing your mission-critical system. Also, remember
the vendor can end in liquidation or acquisition, just like any other company. 

2. Limited Scalability and Complexity 

The subscription-based model isn’t the best route forward if you plan to scale up your operations in the
future. While NCDP gets your app off the board with basic tools, skyrocketing user counts and needs
can overwhelm it quickly. When users aren’t getting high-level service, a competitor can quickly snatch
them away. That’s why most businesses migrate to custom solutions when users start scaling. 

Sure, feature-rich no-code solutions allow you to assemble a group of citizen coders who can create
simple apps for their daily activities. That’s why they’re gradually gaining acceptance. However, it is
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difficult to know whether they can grow simultaneously with your business demands. And when you
finally need a complex solution, substantial coding will be necessary. 

3. Rigid and Limiting Templates

Most platforms are rich with features and templates that can turn your dream into a product with a set
of use cases. But they might appear to be running out of ready-made building blocks the moment you
need your app to meet a specific business logic and case. 

So the platforms limit you to what you can create. Unless you resort to expensive and complex
workarounds, it’ll be a dead end for your app. 

A no-code platform’s out-of-the-box features can entice anyone to build their app immediately. But after
a long-term investment in building a product that functions well within the vendor’s constraints, what
remains is a more rigid and expensive product than what you would have achieved with a bespoke
approach.  

4. Potential Vendor Lock-in 

The source code doesn’t belong to you. If you decide to migrate from the NCDP, you might encounter
vendor lock-in issues, which means switching providers can be a headache and costly.

Furthermore, the initial vendor will likely affect your app’s maintenance success in the future. Even if
you can access the source code, don’t be surprised to find only a black box of unmaintainable
mishmash under the hood.  

While the vendor might give you access to documentation, it might just be another dangling carrot to
net you in. Sure, you’ll use the documentation to understand the ins and outs of your app., but it may
not reveal the whole implementation procedure.

5. Limited Support

Some no-code development platforms limit support based on subscription level. Others provide the
same attention to every paying subscriber regardless of their package. 

Plus, every day probably sees the platforms’ support contending with mountains of tickets, thanks to
the many users flocking to them for the alluring advantages. That means the platforms may not
prioritize your case. This disadvantage might cause a seemingly minute bug to balloon into a costly
issue. 
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Limited support for some no-code development platforms can be troublesome.

6. Limited Uniqueness and Creativity

A lack of creativity isn’t a big deal if you plan to use the app for in-house operations. But if the product
is meant for your current and potential customers, the story might be different.

The limited user interface and design options render your application to be basic. That means standing
above the internet clutter and garnering more traffic will be harder.

The platforms may allow you to import extra features through custom code. But if you have to do so,
why not opt for low-code or custom design from the ground? 

7. The Learning Curve Isn’t as Easy as It May Sound

No-code development is easy if you desire to create simple applications or minimum viable products
(MVP). But when you want a full-fledged product, the learning curve gets steeper. You might decide to
compromise on some components to avoid complications. 

The limited features often lead to a commonplace user interface and design. Thus, if you truly want
your application to stand out from the pack and attract more users, you’ll need to learn how to tweak
the features. That will translate to more dollars running out of your account, not forgetting the time
you’ll need to build a complete app. 

Build a Scalable and Stress-Free Application With Practical 
Logix

No-code development platforms look like a great deal. However, their disadvantages far outweigh the
advantages in the long run. 

If you’re in the business to stay for a long haul, you need an app that will scale with your operations
without headaches from a third-party platform. The right app developer will remove your worries about
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costs, customization needs, security, etc. That developer is Practical Logix. Contact us today to start
the journey toward owning an app that’s truly yours.
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